Sample Child Assent 

Identify yourself to the child and let him/her know what you will be doing, for example, I work for xxxx and we are trying to find out more about how (state in simple terms what the study is about in terms appropriate to the child’s maturity and age).

If the study takes place in a school, children should know that their teacher and classmates will not know what they’ve said and whether or not they participate will not affect grades.  

You may want to reassure the child that there are no right or wrong answers.  

If you agree to answer some questions about (describe using appropriate language), you may help us to understand xxxx or (state direct benefits to the child).

Please talk this over with your parents before you decide if you want to be in this study.  I will also ask your parents if it is ok with them for you to be in the study.  But even if your parents say yes, you can still say no.  Remember that no one will be upset with you if you do not want to be part of the study, it is up to you.  Whatever you decide is fine with everyone.  
Even if you decide to start and then change your mind and don’t want to continue with the questions, that’s ok, we can stop whenever you want to, 

Do you have any questions?  You can ask me anything about the study.  If you think of a question later on, you can still ask me. 

Would you like to be part of …………..

